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pensuin and ad scalam. When money was paid ad pensum
it was weighed, and a variable deduction was made according
to the deficiency revealed by the scales. When money was
paid ad scalam a vantage payment was offered of sixpence
in the pound. This is regarded by Madoxx as a form of
payment by weight, where to avoid the trouble of weigh-
ing the deficiency was averaged at a fixed rate of sixpence.
To all appearances, however, payment ad scalam was really
blanch payment, a fixed deduction of sixpence being made
in lieu of a true assay. At any rate, the Exeter writs2 of
Henry I. use the term ad scalam as equivalent to blanch.
Later the rate of payment for blanch money, where an actual
trial by fire (combustio) did not take place, was raised from
sixpence to a shilling in the pound.
The payment of money was receipted by means of (iii.) Tin
official instruments called tallies. The tally was a stick,
usually made of hazel, upon the edges of which the sum of
money paid was cut in notches. On the lower edge, towards
the holder of the tally, the incisions denoted the larger
denominations, and on the upper edge the smaller denomina-
tions with the pence at the right-hand end. The stick was
split through the incisions almost to the bottom, and a
portion retained by each of the parties to the transaction.
The sheriff kept the stock (stipes), the tally proper with
the stump or handle attached to it, and the Exchequer held
the counterfoil, the flat piece stripped off the tally. The
tally was not without merits, for " as a financial instrument
and evidence it was at once adaptable, light in weight and
small in size, easy to understand and practically incapable
of fraud ... a handy and durable form of receipt " 3. The
use of tallies was abolished in 1783, though they did not
disappear completely until 1826. A recent discovery has
brought to light the Exchequer tallies used in the thirteenth
century ; and this has made it possible for the first time to
describe the Exchequer tally from actual specimens. The
tally was cut according to definite rules4. A thousand
1 Madox, Exchequer (ed. 1711), 187.
8 Round, The Commune of London, 85, 87, 95*
8 H. Jenkinson, " Exchequer Tallies ", in Archaologia> Ixii. part ii. 368.
* Dialogus, I. v. p. 74.